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Most polygamous husbands could NOT fulfill
financial and sexual demands - the foundations
of a firm marriage

of husbands intentionally reduced monetary
contributions to their children, wives, and
towards the household expenditure after
engaging in polygamy

of first wives started working longer hours to
supplement the family income

of first wives said their husbands had not

of children said their
experience of polygamy
had left negative emotional/

psychologicalimpact on them.

Their life situations had also
negatively affected their belief

: | in the institution of marriage.
complied to the ‘turn-taking’ agreements

of children of first wives were unhappy with

their fathers’ time allocation 60% of children
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instability Ing activities such
i of Muslim as excessive drug
aleninen families abuse, truancy
and alcohol
consumption

Cultural and
re_Ilg_lou_s
assimilation

The Shariah Courts rarely investigate whether
a husband is capable of material provision.
Husbands were not required to show proof of
their financial stability.

had been
affected owing

to family

instability
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did not submit applications
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Monitor/tighten the practice of polygamy
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no financial or

health documents

The first wives were not given the opportunity
to provide testimonies in court stating that
their husbands could not fulfill their financial
obligations to the existing wives and children

DATA COLLECTION:

Sisters in Islam had interviewed 1224 respondents and they are 214 of Husbands,

259 of First Wives, 228 of Second Wives, 331 of Children of First Wives and 192 of Children
of Second Wives. This study was conducted in all states in Peninsular Malaysia.

of first wives said their husbands did not submit

polygamy applications to the courts (as confirmed
by husbands above)
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of first wives were not called by the courts and asked
for their views - prior to these courts providing the
permission to their husbands to take on another wife

Can polygamous husbands fulfill
the financial and sexual demands of their wives?




